STATEMENT TO BE READ

Moravian Music Sunday, May 6, 2012
Today we celebrate the rich musical heritage God has given to the Moravian Church, a heritage that stems from the Ancient Unity in Bohemia and Moravia in the 15th century, expanded in the 18th century in Germany, and continues to thrive in the worldwide Moravian Church today. Music can be a wonderful means of proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ, speaking to the heart in ways that words alone cannot. When we sing together or play instruments, we share in the song of the church triumphant in heaven, those saints who have gone before us and sing their praises to God and to Jesus Christ our Savior.
Johannes Herbst, who lived from 1735 to 1812, was a faithful servant of God, a minister, teacher, and school administrator, as well as a musician. He was an organist and a composer, and he copied the pieces of many other composers for his own private music library. He also wrote some 200 musical compositions of his own, all for use in worship services. Brother Herbst was born in Germany, and joined the Moravian Church at age 13. He came to America at the age of 50, and served in Lancaster and Lititz, Pennsylvania, for twenty-five years before he was elected a bishop and called to move to Salem, North Carolina – yes, at the age of 76! He and Sister Herbst obeyed this call, but he only lived to serve seven months in Salem, where he died and was buried. 

While he was certainly a gifted musician, music wasn’t really his “day job”. And you, today, know people who play instruments, and sing, and lead other musicians, and inspire young people in learning music and playing and singing to the glory of God. And for most of these people, music isn’t their “day job” – it is something they do for love. For love of the Lord, and for love of God’s people.

God has given to us in the Moravian Church a heart for music, and special gifts in composing music, writing words, and singing and playing from that heart. On this Sunday, set aside for us to recognize the value that our music has played in our worship and in our lives, we are thankful that God gave us this gift, which can draw us closer to one another and to our God. Through music, may we learn to love one another more fully, and in so doing, to love our Savior more deeply. Thanks be to God!
