Moravian Music Sunday 2012
Johannes Herbst (1735-1812)
Music Suggestions

Johannes Herbst (1735-1812) was born at Kempten, Swabia, and joined the Moravian Church in 1748. He first served the church as bookkeeper and teacher, and especially as an organist, before coming to America in 1785 to be a pastor in Lancaster and Lititz, Pennsylvania. In his spare time he was a prolific composer, producing over 100 anthems and 200 sacred songs. He was also an avid copier of other composers’ music, and his personal collection of over 1000 anthems and many larger works is a source of incalculable value for the study of Moravian music. He was consecrated a bishop in Lititz on May 12, 1811, two days before leaving to take up new work in Salem, North Carolina. He brought his precious music collection with him, but served only a few months before his death there on January 15, 1812. He is buried in God’s Acre in Salem.

Johannes Herbst was a quite prolific composer who wrote for a wide variety of vocal ensembles – solo voice, duet, SSAB choir, SATB choir, and double choir. Our music suggestions for Moravian Music Sunday 2012 include selections by Brother Herbst for all these forces; pick and choose what you can use, keeping in mind that solo and duet pieces may be sung by unison and two-part choirs!


All anthems in the Moravian Star Anthem Series have available, upon request, an organ part in a lower key, so that the singing range becomes less of a hurdle especially for the sopranos. 

For Four-Part (SSAB or SATB) Choir

It Is a Precious Thing
unpublished


This joy-filled SSAB anthem reminds us that it is delightful to give thanks and sing praises to the Lord. We rejoice in the blessing that thanksgiving brings to us! An organ part in a lower key is available.
Lift Your Hearts, Rejoicing
Hinshaw HMC 1523

A jubilant anthem requiring a strong choir with adventurous sopranos ready to reach the high A’s on occasion, and courageous singers in all parts, as the voices pair off often throughout the piece. The text is a celebration that “He who comes to us is God with us” – particularly appropriate for the Advent or Christmas seasons, but a truth worthy of proclamation year-round. Learn this now, and repeat it at Christmas!

The Lord Our Mighty Sovereign
Moravian Star Anthem Series MMFS1102


This is a new edition and translation of the majestic and jubilant anthem of praise. The anthem was written for November 13, 1767, the Festival of Christ as Chief Elder of the Moravian Church. The text is a composite, including Isaiah 13:22, Psalm 72:12-13, Psalm 149:4, Psalm 115:12, Psalm 125:2, and Psalm 117.2.  The choir divides for the “hallelujahs” at the end; the choir 2 part could be sung by a quartet. In fact, because of the way the parts are written, the two choir parts could even be sung by a single choir.

None Among Us Lives to Self 
Hinshaw 1681


This “dancing” and lovely piece affirms the text of Romans 14:7-8, that none of us lives to ourself, and none of us dies to ourself; that whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. There are a few high notes for the sopranos; but in each case a lower note in the chord could be substituted with little impact on the piece as a whole. Or, consider using a flute or violin or oboe to double the sopranos and give them a little extra support. If you’re considering learning an anthem in German, this is the one! Available through the Lending Library.
Praise the Lord, All His People
Unpublished


This anthem was written for the dedication of the new sanctuary in Lititz, Pennsylvania, 13 August 1787. The text is from Psalm 103:21. The anthem is for SATB and SSAB choirs – here you really do need two choirs, or one choir plus a strong quartet of voices, for the antiphonal effect and the glorious sound when the two choirs sing together.

There Is Salvation in Christ Alone
Moravian Star Anthem Series MMFS1004


This is a new edition and translation of the anthem you may recall as No Other Way Is Given to Men. The text comes from Acts 4:12, and is a joyful reminder of the centrality of Jesus Christ in our faith. Herbst pairs up the voices throughout the anthem, beginning with the opening for tenors and basses, echoed by sopranos and altos.

Harmonious Herbst, arranged by Alice Parker
Hinshaw HMC-1317


This is a set of five songs in Herbst’s collection Hymns to be Sung at the Pianoforte, arranged four four-part choir in a very accessible and singable set. You can sing these as a set or as individual pieces – well worth your time to learn and sing!

For Duet or Two-Part Choir

This Is a Day That the Lord Created
unpublished

This setting of Psalm 118:24 requires two independent solo voices or choir of two equally balanced parts. It’s quite lovely and worth the learning, whether for two voices or twenty!
For Solo Voice or Unison Choir

Let Everyone Have the Same Mind
unpublished

This lovely solo or unison piece is a setting of Philippians 2:5, which was the Daily Text for 29 August 1773. We are called to have the same mind that was in Christ Jesus.

One Alone Is Your Master
unpublished


This solo or unison piece is a setting of Matthew 23:8, Jesus’ instructions to us that one alone is our master, and we are all brothers and sisters. This was the daily text for November 13, 1783, and this piece is available in its original key of Eb major (range up to the high F, once); or in a slightly lower key (D major).

