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Moravian Music Sunday is celebrated on the fifth Sunday of Easter, which in 2012 is May 6. Materials designed to assist your worship planning team in the preparation for Moravian Music Sunday are enclosed, and are available for downloading on the Moravian Music Foundation’s web site.

This year we take as our theme the music of Moravian composer Johannes Herbst (1735-1812). He served as a pastor and teacher in Lancaster and Lititz, Pennsylvania, for more than twenty years, and was called to Salem, North Carolina, after being elected a bishop. His many compositions for vocal solo, duet, and choir, have greatly enriched the musical and worship life of all the Moravian settlements in America.

To help in your planning, we’re including the following -- 
· A suggested order of service, which can easily be adapted for use in a lovefeast.
· A short liturgy for Moravian Music Sunday, which may be used as part of whatever order of service you use

· A “statement to be read” which focuses attention on Moravian music in the perspective of faith and worship

· Information regarding the music suggested for Moravian Music Sunday, which you may use in your newsletter or bulletin

· A camera-ready “front-and-back” bulletin insert, describing Moravian music and the Moravian Music Foundation

We would appreciate receiving bulletins or reports on what you choose to do for Moravian Music Sunday.  What you do may serve as a model for someone else!

Many thanks for this, and for all you do to help preserve, celebrate, and cultivate the musical life of Moravians!
Note: If May 6 isn’t a convenient time for you to celebrate Moravian Music Sunday, please do so on any Sunday that works well for your congregation.
And a second special note: Please take this opportunity to recognize the musical gifts of members of your own congregation – composers, hymn-writers, singers and players of all ages and of all styles. All music can be used to the glory of God and to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ!
And one more thing … we’re also including some information about copyright law, as a gentle reminder of our obligation to respect the rights of composers and authors!
