STATEMENT TO BE READ

Moravian Music Sunday, May 2, 2010
Have you ever wondered why we celebrate Moravian Music Sunday? Or even why we make music in church at all? What is it good for? What does music do that preaching, prayer, and responsive reading alone can’t do?

Music-making seems to be something we humans are born to do. Whether or not we think we can carry a tune, we croon to a baby, we belt out our songs in the shower (hoping no one is listening!), we sing along with the radio. Children hit things just for the joy of making noise, and they organize their noises into – dare we call it music?

Music involves the whole person, body, mind, spirit, soul. Music helps us bridge the chasm we’ve wrongly placed between soul and body. You breathe in order to sing or play your instrument. You listen with the body as well as with the mind. You feel the warm air going in and out of your lungs.

Music is a gift of God, a means of expressing things we know which cannot be put into words. Music accompanies the soul at worship, the heart in joy and in grief, all the deep feelings of our lives. In worship, singing together unites us in a living community of brothers and sisters in Christ. Through our instruments as well, we praise God and share in the joy of making music with our brothers and sisters. 
Our music is a vivid reminder of one particular aspect of life in the reign of God: None of us is complete alone. We need each other’s voices and instruments for the music to be complete. The music of all of us is much greater than any we can make alone, and this too is God’s gift to us in Christ. Our life in community, then, is modeled by our singing and our playing. Listening to others sing or play isn’t enough, and we need not wait until we think we are “good enough” to sing or play; our worship, our praise, our best efforts where we are now is pleasing to our Savior.
God has given to us in the Moravian Church a heart for music, and special gifts in composing music, writing words, and singing and playing from that heart. On this Sunday, set aside for us to recognize the value that our music has played in our worship and in our lives, we are thankful that God gave us this gift, which can draw us closer to one another and to our God. Through music, may we learn to love one another more fully, and in so doing, to love our Savior more deeply. Thanks be to God!
