Moravian Music Sunday 

May 2, 2010
Theme: Love One Another
Suggestions for Music

Prelude of Chorales:  We encourage you to make your band or other instrumentalists part of the entire service – not only in the prelude, but during the order of worship.
Hymns: Any of these hymns can be done in interesting ways, by assigning different verses to different groups within the congregation (a verse may be sung by women only, men, choir, children, congregation, soloist, or all) or by having the band play on one or more verses. (Be sure to make sure that the band is playing in the same key as your organist!) All of the hymns are taken from the 1995 Moravian Book of Worship.

Anthem Suggestions: You may know of someone in your congregation who is writing music – please do use the gifts these people bring, even if the music style is not what you are most accustomed to! For the future of the worship and music of the Moravian Church, please especially keep your ears open for the musical gifts of young people, and encourage them to share their gifts with the congregation. 

For more “traditional” anthems, this year we make the following recommendations, and of course, you should choose pieces that work well for your musicians. Consult the Lending Library list on our web site (www.moravianmusic.org) to get some more ideas. All of the composer biographies included here may be printed in your church bulletin or newsletter.
Choral Responses, by Massah M. Warner
Moravian Star Anthem Series MMFS0806


The set contains seven short (2 page) choral works, suitable for use as introits, responses to scripture readings, offertory or benediction responses.

Massah Miksch Warner (1836-1900) was a Philadelphia Moravian organist, composer, and hymnal editor. He is best known as the composer of a choral setting of the Lord’s Prayer, written for The Liturgy and Offices of Worship and Hymns of 1891. Also familiar from his pen is a hymn tune which bears his name and which is sung with the text “Softly the Night Is Sleeping”. These responses were edited from manuscript copies in the Bethlehem Congregation music collection. They are part of a set of 21 such responses. 

Hearken! Stay Close to Jesus Christ, by David Moritz Michael
H. W. Gray, EAMCM 19
This very familiar, well-loved Moravian anthem begins with soprano alone, which can be sung by a soloist or the entire soprano section. Smaller choirs can use this anthem, singing the entire piece in unison. The text reminds us that our deepest joy is in staying close to Christ our Savior, who became human, lived and died, and was raised from the dead, for our salvation. 

David Moritz Michael (1751-1827) was born in Kühnhausen (near Erfurt in Thuringia), Germany, and did not become a Moravian until he was thirty years old. He taught in the Moravian school at Niesky and came to America in 1795. His official church position was as a worker with the young men of the congregations in Nazareth and Bethlehem, but his contributions to the musical life of the settlements were great. He revitalized the Bethlehem Collegium musicum and conducted the performance of Haydn’s Creation which may have been its American premiere. He is well known as a composer of wind ensembles, especially his fourteen Parthien and the two “Water Music” suites written for excursions on the Lehigh River. His other works include seventeen anthems for four-part choir (SATB or SSAB) with accompaniment by strings and organ (and in some cases winds), two soprano solos with string accompaniment, two duets for sopranos with string accompaniment, and an eleven-movement setting of Psalm 103. Johann Friedrich Peter also attributed four songs with piano accompaniment to Michael in his personal manuscript copybook. Michael may well have written more such short and relatively simple works, but they have not yet been identified. He returned to Germany in 1815 and died in Neuwied, Germany, on February 26, 1827.

The Love of God Is Shed Abroad, by Johann Friedrich Peter
Hinshaw HMC 1474

This lively SSAB anthem feels almost like a dance in its celebration of the love of God, shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5). The work requires at least one or two strong high soprano voices to carry the first soprano part; or you can use an instrument on the first soprano part and have all your sopranos sing the Soprano 2 part, thus effectively making this an anthem for SAB choir! 

Johann Friedrich Peter (1746-1813) was born in Heerendijk, Holland, to German Moravian parents. He was educated in Holland and Germany, and, with his brother Simon, came to America in 1770. Peter appears to have begun composing very shortly after his arrival in the new world. He served the Pennsylvania Moravians in Nazareth, Bethlehem, and Lititz, and was sent to Salem, North Carolina, in 1780. There, among other duties, he assumed the position of music director for the community. In 1786 he married Catharina Leinbach, a leading soprano in the church choir. Under Peter’s energetic and capable leadership a musical tradition was established in Salem which benefited the community long after his departure in 1790. He afterwards served Moravians in Graceham, Maryland; Hope, New Jersey; and Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, where he was clerk, secretary, and organist at the Central Church. J. F. Peter’s many works have earned him the reputation of being the most gifted of Moravian composers in America. His six string quintets, written in Salem and dated 1789, are the earliest known chamber music written in this country. He died in Bethlehem on July 13, 1813, almost literally at the organ bench, shortly after playing for a children’s service.

None Among Us, by Johannes Herbst
Hinshaw Music Company HMC 1681


This lovely four-part anthem is based on Romans 14:7-8, reminding us that we live not to ourselves but to the Lord. While the soprano part does reach up to a high A, it is very easy to adjust that part if your sopranos don’t “own” that note: simply choose the E instead, which is also in the chord. You can also bring in a flutist or violinist or oboist to play the soprano part with your singers, to give that little extra support and encouragement which might help them reach higher than they know they can!

Johannes Herbst (1735-1812) was born at Kempten, Swabia, and joined the Moravian Church in 1748. He first served the church as bookkeeper and teacher, and especially as an organist, before coming to America in 1785 to be a pastor in Lancaster and Lititz, Pennsylvania. In his spare time he was a prolific composer, producing over 100 anthems and 200 sacred songs. He was also an avid copier of other composers’ music, and his personal collection of over 1000 anthems and many larger works is a source of incalculable value for the study of Moravian music. He was consecrated a bishop in Lititz on May 12, 1811, two days before leaving to take up new work in Salem, North Carolina. He brought his precious music collection with him, but served only a few months before his death there on January 15, 1812. He is buried in God’s Acre in Salem.

Comments for Your Celebration of Moravian Music Sunday

· While we haven’t made specific handbell suggestions here, your handbell choir might also want to participate in this celebration, either playing selections of their own or accompanying the hymns. 

· You are encouraged to use the musicians of your own congregation rather than bringing in “outside professionals”. The Moravian musical heritage at its best is the community itself at worship, not an event for an audience at a performance. Adapt these suggestions for your own congregation, and make music with whatever musicians you have!

· The anthem selections here are of course only suggestions – you should choose whatever music fits your situation, using anthems by Moravian composers wherever possible. 
· Some of these anthems are in the Lending Library – contact either MMF office to borrow your copies! But remember that our supply is not unlimited – please call or e-mail early!
· Your Sunday Bulletin can provide information to the congregation about any or all of the music you choose. Information about the hymns can be found in the Companion to the Moravian Book of Worship, published by the Moravian Music Foundation.

· Please do send us a copy of the order of worship you use – we’d love to report on what you’ve done and share your ideas with others.
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